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ON THE
MORTALITY
oF
PEOPLE OF ENGLAND.

By T, R.Xomonps, Esq., B.A4., London, late
of Trinity College, Cambridge.

THE

ANy attempt to facilitate the investiga-
tion of the laws of human mortality will
probably obtain the favourable regard of
the medical profession. My present ob-
ject is not only to make such an attempt,
but also to communicate an entirely new
collection of facts deduced from the En-
glish Population Returns just completed.
The ages of the living contained in the
population returns of 1821, combined with
the ages of the dving contained in the re-
turns of 1831, just published, will be found
to add greatly to our knowledge of the
laws of human mortality.

About one hundred ycars ago the first
attempts were made to investigate the
laws of human mortality, and to deter-
wine the rclation between the living and
the dying at each year of age. The re-
sults obtained were very distant approxi-
mations to the truth, because the mate-
rials then existing were incomplete. All
ancient tables of mortality are founded
upon the ages of the dying only, combined,
generally, with a presumed knowledge of
the total number of deaths, and of the
total number of the living population at
all ages. WNothing was known as to the
distribution of the living population in
decennial, or in any other intervals of age.
In the absence of this essential informa-
tion, the authors of those tables were com-
pelled to make suppositions which were
probably greatly at variance with the
tacts. Until the publication of the Swedish
observations, towards the end of the last
century, nothing was positively known re-
specting the relation of the dying to the
living, at distinct intervals of age, for any
population. In Sweden many enumera-
tions have been made in which the ages of
the living in quinquennial intervals are
distinguished. The only si:nilar enumera-~
tions which have been made in any other
country, are those made by Dr. Heysham,
about the year 1783, for the town of Car-
lisle, and those made for all England in
the year 1821. The English population
returns of 1531 contain no information
respecting the ages of the living., The
Swedish, the Carlisle, and the ¥nglish,
are the only observations extant which
can be supposed to indicate corrvectly the
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relative mortality at different ages. Ifthe
absolute mortality of the total of either of
these populations were known, then the
absolute mortality at each interval of age
would also be known. But the fact is,
that no considcrable degree of confidence
can be placed in the correctness of the
total numbers of living and of dying either
at Carlisle or in Sweden; whilst in Eng-
land the acknowledged errors for populous
places are of enormous magnitude. It is
only in France and in the Netherlands,
where correctness is secured by a good
system, enforced by heavy penalties, that
any great confidence can be reposed on
statements of the absolute mortality of the
total population.

It is very generally believed that the
mortality of the principal nations of Eu-
rope has diminished considerably during
the last fifty years. In former times it
was supposed that the annual mortality
varied from one in twenty-five for large
towns, to one in thirty-five for the general
population of a country. At the present
time a common statement is, that the mor-
tality for large towns is one in thirty, and
for the general population one in forty.
The mortality of the English population
is supposed to have cxperienced the great-
est diminution ; and statements have been
made in parliamentary papers, that the
mortality has been so low as one in fifty-
five. 1 believe, however, that no lower
estimate than one in forty-five for the
total English population can be traced to
any good authority. Such an estimate
has been made by Mr. Milne, and has
served him for the foundation of an at-
tempted proof of the applicability of the
Carlisle Tahle, to the mortality of all
England. The proof was inconclusive,
because it was assamed in the absence of
any evidence that the proportion of deaths
below and above five years of age, was the
same for England as 1t had been for Car-
lisle. It is only within the last four or
five months, that the error of this assump-
tion has been demonstrated by the publi-
cation of the ages of the dying population
of England. According to the Carlisle
Table, the deaths in England during the
seven years 1818-24, ander and above
the age of five years, should have been in
the proportion of forty-nine to fifty-one,
whilst the proportion really was that of
thirty-five to sixty-five. Consequently, if
the total namber of deaths has been cor-
rectly assumed by BMr. Milne, the mor~
tality in all England was nearly thirty per
cent. greater than that indicated by the
Carlisle Table, at all ages greater than
five, and thirty per cent. less than the
Carlisle rate at all ages under five years.

'To persons interested in the study of
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the laws of human mortality, there is no
fact on record so remarkable as the com-
paratively low mortality in infancy of the
English population. The observations on
the Lnglish population are apparently at
variance with the observations on the
mortality of every other population. The
existence of a principle which will reduce
to harmony these apparently conflicting
results is evidently probable, and ought to
be songht for. I believe that T have dis-
covered this principle; and I commenced
a long series of laborious calculations
founded upon this principle, six years be-
forc thie publication of the present direct
evidence of its truth. Three years ago
published a theoretical table under the
designation of “ hlean Mortality,” which,
for the pericd of infancy, bore no resem-
blance to any existing table. This is now
the only table which bears any resemn-
blance to the tables of mortality which
can be fouuded upoun the English obser-
vations. The principle alluded to having
been alrecady explainecd in No. 605 of Tas
Laxcer, it may be suflicient herc to state
that it rests on the discovery of three
numbers, which regulate in a very simple
manner all variations in human mortality.
The following are the numbers:—32.39,
2.99, and 7.97 : the first ineasures the an-
nunal deecrease per cent. in infancy, the
second indicates the rate at which the
mortality increases during the existence
of the procreative power, and the third

311

indicates the annual increase after the
cessation of that power. The “ procrea-
tive period” generally extends from the
age of thirteen to the age of fifty-five
years; but theselimits are subject to small
variations in different populations, and in
the same population at different times. In
constructing the table of * Mean Mor-
tality,” 1 diminished by one year the
usual length of the period of infancy, or
the period over which the number 32.39
presides, which simple change has been
sufficient to reconcile the English with
other observations.

In every table of mortality, taking quin-
quennial intervals of age, which are the
smallest divisions that can afford any use .
ful information, the minimum mortality
occurs at the third interval, or between
the ages of ten and fifteenn years. The
mean age at which the minimum is first
attained, is generally eight or nine years.
Supposing, what is very probable, that the
time of attaining this minimum precedes
the age of puberty by a fixed nomber of
years (say four), it will be evident that ne
two individuals will arrive at this epoch
precisely at the same age. For any useful
practical purpose, thereis,however,nothing
to prevent the assumption of a certain
mean age of attaining this minimum, pro-
vided the theoretical results for periods
of five years agree with the results of ob-
sorvation.

Absolute Mortalit . N
per i(;r;‘t.e ;)e:la?nlu?m. Relative Mortality.
Between ages ....| 0—5 | 5—10{10—15] 0—5 | 5—10{10—15
Sweden, 21 vears.....o00....1755-75] 9.01 | 1.42 .66 1365 | 215 1.00
Ditto, 20 years .......... 1776-95) 8.50 | 1.36 .61 13.93 | 2.23 1.00
Carlisle, 0 years...oonveo.e. 1779 87 8.23 ! 1.02 54 115.24 | 1.89 | 1.00
Glasgow, 6 years .......... 1821-26] 7.73 | 1.29 62 §1247 | 2.8 | 1.00
England and Wales, 7 years, 1818-24] 532 | .73 55 9.67 | 133 | 1.00
London, 18 years .......... 1813-30{ 10.66 | 1.39 47 11591 ) 2,07 | 1.00
Stockholm, Y years......... < 1755-63] 24.81 | 2.73 98 §2532 279 | 100
Theoretical Tables.
ATh _ (when minimum? 9 years] 10.18 | 1.37 65 §15.66 | 2.11 1.00
Mean mor-) ;s attained at §8 years| 673 [ .99 | .65 |1035 | 152 | 1.00
ality the age of 7 years| 447 | 77 .65 6.88 | 1.18 | 1.00
Northampton difto ...... 9 years| 14.73 | 1.95 92 1661 | 2.12 1.00
Stockholn ditto ... .. 9% yrs. | 21,62 ¢ 2,77 b7 2229286 | 1.00

In all tables of mortality founded upon
previous observations, the miean age of |this age varies from 74 to 9 years.

attaining the minimam niortality, varies
from 8} years for general populations, to

9% for the population of cities. In England
The
above table exhibits mearly all the facts
publicly known, rgspecting the rate of
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mstlality below the age of fifteen years. |
"There exist many other concordant obser-
vations for this period of age; but they
cannot be referred to as facts, because the
ages of the contemp.rary number living
‘were not observed. I have also given the
yesults of five theoretical tables, which will
serve to indicate how easily the facts are
reconcilable with the new principle. The
numbers in the columns of ¢ Ahsolute Mor-
tality” are interesting, being generally
deemed correct. But a much higher de-
gree of confidence is due to the propor-
tional numbers in the columns of ¢ Rela-
“lve Mortality,” with which alone we areat
present concerned, as indicating the mean
age of attaining the minimum. It will
be seen that the mortality in Sweden and
Carlisle under the age of five years, was
nearly fifteen times the minimum, whilst!
in all England it was less than fen times
the minimum.

In drder to ascertain the mortality of an
extensive population, the generally recom-
mended mode of proceeding is, to demand
the number and ages of all the dying dur-
ing a certain period, together with the
number and ages of all the living, from one
or more enumerations. It is not desirable
that the ages of the contemporary dying
and living should be distinguished into
smaller intervals than five yeats; and for
ages greater than fifteen, decennial inter-
valsof age are generally sufficient. Returns
upon this principle have beeun obtained
from Sweden at various times, from Car-
lisle in 1785, and from all England in 1821.
This plan of proceeding would be perfect
if the returns made wereaccurate. In the
case of England, however, it has never
been pretended that the absolute numbers
returned make any approach to accuracy.
The totals are admitted to be unknown,
and it is only on the correctness of the
proportional distribution at each age, that
any degree of confidence can be reposed.
This obvious defect might, however, have
been provided against, and the absolute
mortality would now have been ascer-
tained, if the living population of 1831 had
been distributed in decennial intervals of
age, as was done in the English popu-
lation returns of 1821. The correctness
of the absolute mortality deduced, would
then have been entirely dependent on the
knowledge of the rate of increase of the
total population, which is generally ad-
mitted to have been correctly ascertained.
The absolute mortality deduced from de-
cennial enumerations of the living in decen-
nial intervals of age, is subject to only one
source of error, that from migration. This
however is of no importance when the
ages of the dying are also given; because

the rolative wmortality at each age being

then known, nothing more is required
than to fix the absolute mortality at any
oneage, say between sixty and eighty years,
where there is little or no migration. The
data from which the law of mortality of the
English population can now be deduced,
consist of an enumeration of the living in
1821, together with the number of deaths
during the seven years 1818-24, the ages
of the living and dying being distinguished
in quinquennial intervals below the age of
twenty, and in decennial intervals above
that age. 'The scale of relative mortality
indicated by these data may be converted
into a scale of absolute mortality, by the
use of some common multiplier, depending
upon the estimate which may be made of
deficiency in the deaths. I believe that
the materials will be found suflicient to
determine the absolute mortality in all
England, within 10 per cent. of the fruth,

If it be assumed, in the absence of any
direct or indirect evidence to the contrary,
that the increase of the English population
is due entirely to the excess of births over
deaths, it may be satisfactorily shown that
the true deficiency in the deaths amounts
nearly to twenty per cent. The increase
of the population of England and Wales
during the ten years 1821-31, amounted to
1897 in thonsands. The corresponding
number of births entered in the parish
registers was 3753, of deaths 2463 ; giving
an excess of births over deaths of only
1290 instead of 1897, the real increase of
population. The difference, 607, arises
from the excess of unentered births over
unentered deaths. In the population re-
turns of 1831, there is a direct statement,
founded upon large numbers, that the
unentered births exceed the unentered
deaths in the proportion nearly of two to
one. It follows, therefore, that (2 x 667 =)
1214 was the number of unentered births,
and 607 the number of unentered deaths,
which leave the required excess 607.
The true number of deaths being then
3070, and the unentered being 607, the
deficiency is represented by twenty out
of a hundred. The mean population of
England and Wales during these ten years
was 13,087 in thousands, excluding the
sailors and soldiers in forcign countries
supposed to be 149, or one-half of the total
number. The annual deaths will there-
fore amount to 2.35 per cent. on the total
population, or one out of 43.

The following table exhibits two scales
of the absolute mortality in England and
Wales during the seven years 1818-24;
one consequent on the assumption that
the registered deaths are deficient 20 per

}cent., and the other consequent on the
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assomption that the deficiency is only 4 | published theoretical tables, and the re-

per cent. For purposes of comparison,
there are also stated the results of two

sults of the Carlisle observations of Dr,
Heysham.

MORTALITY IN ENGLAND AND WALES DURING SEVEN YRARS 1818.24,

M ortality per cent. per annnm if
registered Dcaths deficient 20{ Theoretical Tables. Eneland
per cent. . ;‘%\3310 i
Between Ages, St Deaths Carlisle
deficient
) 3 Mean Village | per cent.
Males. | Females. | Both Sexes Morta?ily.l Morlalgity. P
0-5 5.70 4.95 5.32 6.73 7.48 4.44 8.23
5—10 D 71 73 99 1.02 .61 1.02
10—15 53 57 55 .65 .54 46 o4
15—210) g5 .82 78 75 62 .65 G4
20— 30 1.03 1.10 1.06 .93 .78 .89 7h
30—40 1.24 1.32 1.28 1.25 1.05 1.07 1.06
40—50 1.62 1.60 1.61 1.68 1.40 1.34 1.43
50—60 2.50 2.26 2.38 2.40 2.01 1.98 1.83
60—70 4.74 4.36 4.5H5 4.83 4.05 3.79 4.12
70-~—80 10.72 10.29 10.50 10.04 8.46 8.75 8.30
80--90 23.82 23.05 23 44 20.18 17.16 19.52 17.56
90—100 39.33 39.85 39.59 39.85 33.45 32.99 28.44
Above 100 73.33 63.50 68.41 —_ —_— 57.01 —
All ages. 2.35 2.20 2.28 — —_— 1.90 —

The mortality in infancy having been
already discussed, it will be sufficient here
to remark, that for ages under fifteen, the
absolute and relative results of the theorc-
tical table of *‘ mean mortality,” much
more nearly resemble the facts occurring
in England, than do the results of any
other published table. Below the age of
fifteen, the Carlisle observations are totally
irreconcilable with the English observa-
tions, upon any possible assumption of de-
ficiency in the deaths. At ages greater
than fifteen, the results of theory differ
from the apparent facts in two cases only
out of nine, viz., between twenty and thirty,
and between eighty and ninety yearsofage ;
the difference in each case being about 12
per cent. The difference in the latter case
may be disregarded, because it opposes all
other observations, and because it might
be accounted for on the supposition of a
decreasing population between the ages of
eighty and ninety years, of which there
exists strong evidence. The difference
between the theory and the reported fact
is thus rednced to one point out of eight.
But the numerous observations made in
Sweden, and the single observation made
in Carlisle, agree with the theory in this
disputable eighth point; whence it may
justly be concluded as highly probable
that the apparent fact in England either

had no existence, or depended upon some
accidental circumstances of rare occurs
rence. In constructing the theoretical
table of * Village Mortality ™ from the
Carlisle observations, I acted upon a prin-
ciple of this nature; and the above com-
parative table affords the most decided
confirmation of the correctness of my pro-
ceeding. In my “ Village Table”” 1 found
it necessary to deviate from the factsin
two cases only, viz., between fifty and sixty
and between ninety and one hundred years
of age. In both these cases it will be seen,
that my predicted numbers have been ve=
rified by an accurate coincidence with the
facts now reported to have existed in Eng-
land. Supposing the registered deaths to
be deficient only four per cent. from the
truth, the ¢ Carlisle” and the “ Village”
tables will each nearly represent the mor-
tality occurring in England above the age
of fifteen years. But whilst the ¢ Car-
lisle” disagrees with the fact for all Eng-
land in three instances, the * Village”
table disagrees in one instance only. It
may be useful here to remark, that the ex-
traordinary irregularities in the annual
decrements of Mr. Milne’s Carlisle table,
have no foundation on facts, but are really
in opposition to the facts upon which the
table is professed to be founded. The
Carlisle observations of Dr, Heysham fur-
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nish notling more than the knowledge of
the rate of mortality for decennial inter-

vals of age. These decennial ratesincrease
in the most uniform manner; whence the
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proper conclusion is, that the annual rates
also increased uniformly, as they do in my
“Village Table,” and as they do not in
Mr. Milne’s Carlisle table.

TaBLE showing what would have been the proportional Number of Deaths
at each interval of Age, if the Carlisle Table had leen applicable to the
Mortality of England and Wales during the Seven Years 1818-24.

|
Living of both Sexes Rate per cent. per | Conseguent propor-
Between Ages. in England and Wales | ann, at Cauhisle in tion of Deaths in
in 1821, 1770-87. ecach tn-erval,

0.... 5 1,566,268 8.23 12,890
Heeol 10 1,376,315 1.62 1,40¢
10....20 2,218,134 5HY 1,309
20....30 1,657,118 75 1,243
30....40 1,243,169 1.06 1,318
40....50 983,300 1.43 1,106
50....60 694,364 1.83 1,271
66....70 480,693 4.12 1,980
70 ...80 239,680 8.30 1,989
80....90 65,902 17.56 1,157
90...100 5,533 238.44 157
0....100 105,304,482 26,124
Above five years .... 13,234

From the above it will be seen that ac-
cording to the Carlisle Table, the deaths
in England under and above five years of
age, should have been in the proportion of
1289 to 1323, or as 49.3 to 50.7. But the
proportion really was that of 5217 to 9750,
or of 34.9 to 65.1.

If the rate below five years be reduced
from 8.23 to 4.52, then the deaths under
and above 5 years will be in the propor-
tion of 35 to 65 according to the facts.

There is a serious discrepancy between
the results of the English population re-
turns, and the general mass of evidence
accumulated respecting the relative mor-
tality of the two sexes. The majority of
other observations agree in showing, that
the mortality of the female sex is less than
that of the male sex, at every age of life, in
the proportion of ten to eleven. Accord-
ing to the English observations, the mor-
tality of females is greater than that of
males between the ages of ten and fifty
years, in the proportion of eleven to ten.
Such an extraordinary result diminishes
greatly the confidence which might other-
wise be reposed in the correctuess of the
materials, and warrants our regarding as
of little value, the apparent deviation of
the fact from the theory between the ages
of twenty and thirty years. Tt is rather
remarkable that the published observa-
tions on the annuitants of the British go-
vernment, should be invalidated by pre-

senting an extraordinary result of an op-
posite nature. According to these ohser-
vations, feinale life is more valuable than
male life, in a degree much superior to
that indicated by any other observations.
Whether the mortality of the English
population has been increasing or decreas-
ing during the last fifty years, or whether
the present mortality is greatér or less
than that now existing in France, are
questicns not capable of solution by any
dircct evidence. The only new and im-
portant fact established by the English
population rcturns is, that the relative
mortality in infancy is much less than was
before supposed to exist in any country.
But there is no direct evidence whereby
to detcrmine whether or not this compa-~
ratively low mortality in infancy has al-
ways existed in England and in France, or
in any more temperate climate than that of
Sweden. The argument for the diminution
of the mortality in England, founded upon
a diminished ratio of burials contained
in the parish registers, cannot be regard-
ed as of any weight, unless it be assumed,
which is highly improbable, that the por-
tion of burials out of the church-grounds
has uot been increasing during the last
fifty years. The mortality of the French
population during the seven vears 1818-24,
has heen ascertained to he 2.49 per cent.
per annum. The mortality of the English
population during the same period was
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2.28 per cent., upon the assumption that
the deaths contained in the parish regis-
ters were deficient 20 per cent. from the
total number. If the English population
had been distributed according to ages, in
the same manner as a stationary popula-
tion, the annual rate would have been
2.37 per cent., which is the number to be
corapared with 2.49 of the French popu-
lation regarded as stationary. There does
not seem to exist any ground for suppos-
ing the circumstances of the English po-
pulation to be more favourable to life than
those of the French population.* There
exists even one strong reascn for enter-
taining a contrary supposition. It is a
fact universally admitted, that the town
population of any country suffers a rate of
mortality considerably higher tham that
suffered by the rural population. If the
mortality of the rural population of two
countries be the same, the general mor-
tality will be greatest in that wherein the
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proportion of town population is the
greatest. In England, for example, the
proportion of town popuiation is very
considerable, and is nearly twice as great
as that of France. 1If, therefore, it be as-
sumed, that the general mortality of Eng-
land is even equal to that of France, it is a
necessary part of that assumption, that
the rural population of England suffer a
considerably lower rate of mortality than
do the rural population of France. This
is an assumption unsupperted by any nu-
merical, political, or physiological evi-
dence. That the mortality of England
nearly resembles that of France, is ren-
dered probable by the fact, that the mor-
tality of the French army at home during
peace, differs in no significant degree from
that of the English army similarly situ-
ated.

One of the most valnable results of the
four English population returns, is the in-
dication of the rate of increase of the po«

¥ STATEMENT OF FACTS ON WHICI THE MORTALITY IN

ENGLAND AND WALES IS

FOUNDED.
3 . Mortality per cent. in
PN ath £ d . , .+
Living in 1321. Deaths ]i‘SlgE‘fgtll,l Tears bv\(/lir;iciicel.)i;isé:-f no
Between Ages.
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. | Females.
0— 5 791579 774689 282196 ‘ 239482 35.65 | 30.91
S5 —10 693858 (682457 32653 30173 4.71 4.4?:
10 — 15 603613 569366 19910 20244 3.30 3.56
15 — 20 506586 535569 23773 27391 4.67 5.11
20 — 30 +755780 901338 53626 61701 6.45 6.85
30 — 40 593662 649507 46142 53417 7.77 8.22
40 — 50 482329 500977 48873 50214 10.1.3 10.02
50 — 60 342204 352160 53513 49671 15.64 | 14.10
60 — 70 231509 249184 68528 67918 29.60 | 27.26
70 — 80 115032 124648 77085 80138 67.01 i 64.29
80 — 90 29587 36315 44051 52318 |148.89 1144.02'
90 —160 2253 3280 5538 8169 |245.81 [249.0;)
Above 100 60 129 275 512 1458.33 '396.90
Ages specified of | 5151052 5379619 756163 741348 14.68 13.78
Ages omitted of ..| 683114 765090 25096 27157 — —
lajf of Sailors — — . — -
and Soldiers } 159650
Probableomissions —_ — 204301 179935 -— —
Total ....1 5993816 6144709 985560 948440 16.44 15.14
Between 10 and 56| 3104620 3156757 192324 212967 6.19 6.75

__(+ The rate of mortality of Males between 20 and 30 years of axe, is derived from
adding to the nuniber living one-tenth part, which is nearly one-half of the Sailors
and Soldiers who encountered risk of death in England.)
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pulation, The increase for the last thirty
years on the total population has amount-
ed to 15 per cent. every ten years nearly.

This ascertained ratz of increase agrees’
with the supposition madein these returns,
that the births have been increasing at,

the rate of 1§ per cent. per annum, or
165 per cent every ten years. Upon these
materials 1 have founded a comparison of
the numbers resulting from my theoreti-
cal table of “ Mean Mortality,” and the
number of females ascertained to be living
in each decennial interval of age in the

year 1821. I have supposed the births to
have increased 16 per cent. every ten
years for the fifty-five years 1766-1820;
and I have also supposed the births before
that period to have been stationary, which
is equivalent to supposing the population
above fifty years of age to be stationary.
In making this latter assumption, I have
the support of Dr. Price, one of the highest
authorities on the subject, who expressed a
decided opinion that the population of
England about the year 1765, was either

stationary or decreasing.

Fact. Hypothesis.
Stationary Popnlation
Detween Ages. Birthe, includi according to Table
n P ths, 1ncluc mg . .

l‘oniq:]fg;xl\fmg 6 pel; Cl{r’l:,gvcry ten| of Mean Mortality.
0— 10 10,000 10,000 10,000
10— 20 7,083 7,591 8,805
20— 30 6,186 6,035 8,120
30— 40 4,457 4,666 7,284
40 — 50 3,438 3477 6,296
50— 60 2,417 2,459 5,165
60— 70 1,710 1,746 3,668
70— 80 835 856 1,797
80— 60 249 199 418
90—100 23 11 23
0—100 36,918 37,040 51,376

IAges omitted if .. 5,251 — —_—

From the above it will be seen, that the
hypothetical results are almost coincident
with the facts at every age. Between
twenty and forty the total numbers agree ;
the apparent excess of living between the
ages of twenty and thirty, is an event
which might be expected to follow from
the known disposition of females between
thirty and forty to understate their ages.
Above the age of cighty years the popula-
tion was apparently decreasing. But the
numbers are so small, and the uncertainty
of age is so great, that no safe conclusions
can be founded on these appearances. The
near coincidence of the numbers in the
above comparative table, inclines me to
adhere to the table of “ Mean Mortality
as a correct representation of the mortality
of the English people. Without the sup-
port of the indirect evidence of this com-
parative table, it would have been neces-
sary to reduce still more the mortality in
infancy, which in the table of “ Mean
Mortality”” is already 20 per cent. less
than in any other table.

Grafton Street, Fitzroy Square,

May 30th, 1835,

PurexorLocy.—The April number of the Pari-
siun Phrenological Jowrnal contains a Disconise
pronounced at the annnal mecting of the Phreno-
logical Society of Puris, 22ud of August, 1834, by
Professor Andreal, the president, The cobject of
Professor Andral, in his \ddress, is to show that
phrenclogy ““ ought henceforth to form a part of
the grave and seiious studies of physiology.” He
states that, thoneh not a single organ in the brain
had been deterinined by Gall, ¢ the foundations of
the scicnce wounld not on that account have existed
the less.” He regards exceptions to well-esta-
blihed principles as apparent only ; and quotes
with apptobation the 1emark of M. Bouillaud,
that, ¢ while every theory which is contradicted by
a wcll-observed fact is false, it is not less troe that
every fact which is in coutradiction with a rigo-
ronsly demonstrated theory has been ill observed.”
<« Ir phrenology,” he adds, * be true, vive your-
selves no uncasiness about its future snccess; for
there is no example on record of any trath which,
once launched into the world, has faled there to
make its way.” The jollowing extract from the
account of the Society’s proceedings by Dr, Casimir
J1oussais, shows that the members take a sound
view of their daties :—¢ I aflivm and 1epeat, in the
name of my colleagues, that we stady phrenology
with the completest independence: we are fully
convinced of the reality of its fundamental princi-
ples, bnt far from pretending that the science 1s
complete, we do all in our power to contiibute to

' bring about such a result.”—Edinburyh Phrenolo-

yical Journal, June, 1333,
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